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# Pest numbers are lower than ever before,
but only constant vigilance can prevent a **************
build-up

Vermin Control in W.A.
By A. R. TOMLINSON
Chief Vermin Control Officer

••••••••••••••••:••

HE annual report of the Agriculture Protection Board of W.A. for 1958-1959 indiT
cated that while vermin control had continued at a relatively high standard
throughout the State, most of the animal and bird pests were at the lowest level
within the memory of most people. However, there were ample warnings that any
relaxation in control work could have rapid and serious consequences.
favourable for the transmission of the
disease since it was introduced.
Some
isolated outbreaks were of a high mortality
rate but most were at a low grade and
many of the diseased rabbits recovered
to become permanently immune. Blood
samples taken from diseased rabbits
showed a substantial decline in the effectiveness of the disease generally.
In the poisoning drives involving A.P.B.
units using "1080" poison, nearly 30,000
vials of "1080" were used in 210 tons of
bait.
This was distributed over 44,000
miles of trail on 8,600 properties at an
average cost to each farmer of £3 18s.

Rabbits must still be regarded as the
most important pest even though at the
present they could be placed more in the
potential threat class. Their numbers
increased following last year's excellent
winter season and this was most noticeable in the lower agricultural regions. An
extensive build-up was halted by myxomatosis outbreaks, the expanded poisoning drives involving the "1080" units and
other work such as warren ripping and
spot poisoning. By the end of summer
numbers had fallen again but there can
be little question that in some localities
there were more than at the same time
in the previous year. It is this almost
imperceptible and insidious building-up
process which has always made rabbits so
dangerous and so difficult to handle.
As a result of favourable seasonal conditions, very big increases occurred on the
Nullarbor Plains and along the NorthWest coast from Shark Bay northward.
Myxomatosis and the arrival of harsher
conditions reduced the populations just as
rapidly as they had built up.
Myxomatosis was widespread, following
conditions which were probably the most

WILD DOGS
Wild dogs were reduced to the lowest
numbers since the bonus scheme was commenced in 1928. Only just over 5,600 scalps
were produced which is 2,600 less than last
year. This is the lowest total on record
and is well below the maximum of 19,000
in 1945. Nearly 5,300 of the scalps came
from pastoral districts and over 1,300 of
these were obtained by A.P.B. doggers.
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Less t h a n 370 scalps came from agricultural areas a n d more t h a n 300 of these
were presented by A.P.B. doggers.
A.P.B. projects such as aerial and ground
baiting, t h e employment of doggers and
t h e combined drives with landholders and
Road Boards have t a k e n advantage of
w h a t seems to be a n a t u r a l reduction,
possibly in a type of population cycle.
Especial mention m u s t be m a d e once again
of t h e gradually extending zonal destruction drives organised by pastoralists in
conjunction with Road and Vermin Boards
in t h e North-West a n d Central pastoral
districts.
Aerial baiting was carried out again in
pastoral a n d agricultural districts. While
much good is being done by this baiting,
t h e lack of suitable aircraft for t h e p u r pose is a serious restriction.

been to educate farmers to t h e necessity
and methods of baiting.
Many farmers, previously r e l u c t a n t to
use poison baits, have joined in t h e p r e lambing drives. However, it is clear t h a t
most farmers are only interested in giving
foxes a severe check each year prior to
lambing. They are not concerned in dealing with t h e m at other times or in endeavouring to eliminate t h e m or even in
permanently reducing t h e m .

EMUS
Only just over 9,600 emu beaks were paid
for, which is t h e fourth lowest n u m b e r
on record and m u c h less t h a n t h e highest
total of nearly 60,000. However, during
J u n e the commencement of migratory
movements was observed along t h e n o r t h ern sections of t h e vermin fences.
The
120-mile long Lake Moore emu barrier
fence and t h e 12-mile long Ajana spur
fence were completed at a total cost of
£67,000. These will give good protection
against emu invasions to t h e areas concerned. Preliminary steps are being taken
for a 150-mile fence around t h e Yilgarn
and Westonia districts.

FOXES
The bonus on foxes was discontinued on
December 31, 1958, for a three-year trial
period. The n u m b e r of scalps h a n d e d in
during t h e six m o n t h s from July 1,1958, was
about 2,000 less t h a n for the same period
in t h e previous year, indicating a population drop. I t is anticipated t h a t t h e big
fall in fox numbers a p p a r e n t since the
reduction in their m a i n food supply—the
rabbit—will continue until a minimum
level is reached. After t h a t they will build
up again until they reach a level balanced
mainly by seasonal conditions and availability of food. Our experience has shown
t h a t this balance is not materially affected
by t h e destruction measures dependant on
bonuses.
As a n alternative to the bonus which
h a d become generally recognised to be ineffective, t h e organisation of concerted
baiting drives by farmers prior to lambing
was commenced. These drives were supported by A.P.B. units which baited Crown
lands a n d reserves simultaneously.
The
units continued to operate after t h e drives
h a d ceased. One of t h e m a i n purposes has

GRASSHOPPERS
While grasshoppers remained well under
control, the egg-laying period was extended by particularly favourable conditions and gave every indication of a
potential t h r e a t if conditions for hatching
in early 1959-60 were just as good. I t i s
now past history t h a t t h e conditions were
exceptionally good a n d led to a general
increase with an outbreak in t h e Bullfinch
66

Journal of Agriculture Vol 1 No 1, 1960

area being possibly one of the severest infestations which has ever occurred in W.A.
The situation will need very careful watching and possibly drastic action, otherwise
there could be a serious and costly extended plague.

reported in the Meekathara district for
several years have been allowed to build
up and extend unchecked.
Other pests worthy of mention were
buffaloes, which appeared in the East Kimberleys, wild camels, pigs, goats and horses
which are worrying property owners in
various localities. A Ceylon crow was
destroyed at Kwinana.
Research into methods of controlling
various pests was conducted. This included
rabbit poisoning, particularly the shortcutting of "free" feeding with unpoisoned
bait, population checks and pasture consumption. Improved baits for wild dogs
and foxes have been the subject of intensive research as well as emu poisoning.
Trials of a "killer" scheme to control
rabbits were commenced in two areas and
are continuing. It has been noticeable
that results generally have been much
better than in nearby localities outside the
experimental regions although the work
has been confined largely to poisoning
using the same methods which are recommended for general use.
A very pleasing feature was the expansion of the Group vermin control scheme
so that 75 out of the 81 boards in agricultural districts were participating. This
scheme which involves the joint employment of A.P.B. officers by groups of road
boards in conjunction with the A.P.B. is
probably the most successful co-operative
venture of its kind. It has achieved a
close partnership and understanding between farmers, boards and the A.P.B.

KANGAROOS
Kangaroos have continued to cause concern and, although the open season in
lower agricultural areas has been continued for a further two years, complaints
of damage by them continue to be received.
Euros appear to be giving trouble to
North-West pastoralists many of whom
are convinced that no improvement of the
degenerated Pilbara areas can be obtained
until the euros have been exterminated.
Along the Fitzroy River in the Kimberleys very successful baitings of wallabies
were conducted using rice flour baits
poisoned with strychnine. Unfortunately,
the effectiveness of these operations was
greatly reduced by the failure of some
stations to participate.
Large concentrations of red kangaroos
were reported in various pastoral centres.
In two years over 200,000 have been shot
by carcass and skin hunters operating
from the Cue centre, but large numbers
still remain.
Investigations into control measures
were continued by A.P.B. research officers
and it is encouraging to know that similar
investigations are to be conducted by the
Northern Territory and Queensland authorities. The C.S.I.R.O. which has been
studying the euro problem here, is also
commencing on the red kangaroo in N.S.W.

Generally, 1958-1959 was an outstanding
season from the vermin control angle, but
unfortunately there are no indications
that any of the pests have been exterminated. Those that are being kept down at
present are only too obviously awaiting
any relaxation in control work in order to
build up once more, particularly with the
aid of the great impetus they obtain under
any favourable seasonal conditions.

WILD DONKEYS
The wild donkey situation in the Kimberleys led to so much concern that largescale shooting drives have been organised.
A drive was conducted very successfully
south of Port Hedland.
Concentrations
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HONEY,
PEANUT,
RAISIN
COOKIES

1
i
J
4
2
1
1
2
1
1

cup margarine
cup honey
cup brown sugar
cup milk
cups flour
teaspoon baking
powder
teaspoon soda
cups quick cook
oats
cup chopped
raisins
cup chopped
peanuts

METHOD:
Cream butter, add honey a n d
brown sugar, t h e n add remainder
of ingredients in order given.
Roll a teaspoon of dough in t h e
hands, place on a n ungreased b a k ing sheet, flattened a little. Bake
in a medium oven for 15-20 minutes.
This recipe makes about 50-60
cookies.
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